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Minutes of the 7t" (Seventh) Alumni Meet (General Body Meeting) of the Utkal Statistics
Alumni Association (USAA) held on 19.12.2021 (Sunday).

The 7" (Seventh) Alumni Meet of the Utkal Statistics Alumni Association (USSA) was held under
the Chairmanship of Dr Gopabandhu Mishra, President of the Association, in the PG Department
of Statistics, Utkal University, Vani Vihar, Bhubaneswar on 19.12.2021 (Sunday). Registration of
participants started sharp at 09:30 am and each participant was given a set of reference materials
i.e. (i) a copy of the programme for the day, (ii) a copy of the Annual Activity Report of USAA for
the year 2019-21, and (iii) a pad, pen etc.

The meet was organised in 5 (five) sessions i.e. (i) Inaugural Session, (ii) Introduction of Members,
(iii) Election to the Fourth Executive Committee of USAA, (iv) Interactive Session and (iv) Cultural
Programme with a Lunch Break in the middle.

. INAUGURAL SESSION: (10:30 am to 11:30 am):

At the outset Ms Khushi Agrawal a 2" year student welcomed Sri Sunil Kumar Mishra, Retd IRS
Officer and former Chief Information Commissioner, Odisha as Chief Guest of the day, the
President Dr Gopabandhu Mishra, the Working President Dr Priya Ranjan Dash, Senior most
Professor of the Department Dr Kunja Bihari Panda and the Secretary Sri Anadi Charan Das to the
Dias and requested to them to please take their seats. Flower bouquets were presented to hon’ble
members on the Dias by students of the Department after they had taken their seats.

Dr Kunja Bihari Panda gave a very brief welcome address about the dignitaries on the Dias as well
as all the alumni members and requested the President and all other members to light the inaugural
lamp. Accordingly, hon’ble President lighted the lamp amidst the Chief Guest amidst all other
members present on the occasion. After lighting of lamp and the dignitaries occupying their seats,
the Utkal University Theme Song was played in a pin drop silence atmosphere. After the University
Theme Song, an opening song was staged played by a group of 15t and 2" year students.

Prof Kunja Bihari Panda introduced the dignitaries on the Dias and welcomed them to the august
occasion. Before formal business of the Meet, Dr Panda expressed in grief that it has come to the
knowledge of USAA that as many as 10 Alumni Members have left for Heavenly Abode in between
the Sixth and the Seventh Meet. They are Dr Gopal Krishna Mishra (1960), Dr Kanakalata Mishra
(1964), Syd Mansur Ali (1970), Sri Nilamani satapathy (1974), Sri Pradeep Kumar Dash (1978),
Sri Tapan Kumar Mishra (1984), Sri Biswanath Lenka (1993), Sri Lalit Narayan Dash (1993), Sri
Suresh Chandra Pradhan (2010) and Sri Sanjib Kumar Mishra (2020). At this, all the Members
stood up and observed a token of condolence for the departed souls silently.

On the request of Dr Panda, Dr Gopabandhu Misra, President USAA initiated the business of the
meeting and solicited valued contributions from among the alumni members so as to give new
dimensions to the Alumni Body. He also expressed that our Alumni Meet to be meaningful, apart
from meeting our old friends, we should share our experience, expertise and give constructive
suggestions to carry on the activities of USAA in a meaningful manner which will help enriching the
subject as well as our students will get the benefit.

(i) On the request of the President, Sri Anadi Charan Das, General Secretary read out the Annual
Reports of the Association for the year ending 2019-21 for information of esteemed members.
He gave a detailed account of various activities done by the USAA during last two years, the
present position and the steps to be taken ahead which was reflected in the Annual Activity
Report 2019-21 that had been circulated among the members in the meeting.



In giving the receipt and expenditure position of USAA during the years 2019-21, he stated
that the opening balance at the beginning was Rs.1,65,815.64 (cash: Rs.49,427.00, Bank:
Rs.16,388.64 and FD: Rs.100,000.00). During these years, other receipts worth of
Rs.2,50,678.98 aggregates to a total receipt of Rs.4,16,494.62. Other receipts included
member registration fees, contribution, donation, Olympiad fees and bank interest. As against
this total receipt, the expenditure during these years was of the order of Rs.1,54,961.92 that
included expenditures on Sixth Alumni Meet, Statistics Olympiad and other office expenses.
The closing balance at the end of these years was Rs.2,61,533.00 that includes Rs.51,000.00
(in cash), Rs.1,10,533.00 (in bank) and Rs.100,000.00 (fixed deposit). The accounts for the
years 2019-20 and 2020-21 have since been audited.

With this, he solicited considered opinion and valued suggestions of esteemed members for
better functioning of USAA in future.

Distribution of Prize: On the request of Dr Kunja Behari Panda, Dr Gopabandhu Mishra,
President USAA distributed cash prize as well as certificates of merit to pass-out students of
2020 and 2021 as well as students pursuing their study for MA / M Sc Examination for 2022
and 2023 amidst the dignitaries. The details of prize and the prize winners is as under.

Sl Award / Rank Name & Address of Awardees Amount
(in Rs)
(1) (2) (3) 4)
A Highest Marks in M A/ M Sc in Statistics from Utkal University:
1 1 Ms Tanushree Rout for securing highest mark in M A/ M Sc | 10,000/-
Examination in Statistics during 2020 from Utkal University.
2 1 Ms Lipsa Manjari Sahu, for securing highest mark in M A / | 10,000/-
M Sc in Examination Statistics during 2021 from Utkal
University.
Total (A) | 20,000/-
B Shridhar Panda Memorial Award: 2021
3 1 Sri Swastik Sourav Panigrahi for securing highest mark in M | 5,000/-
A /M Sc Examination in Statistics from Utkal University among
the boys in 2021.
Total (B) | 5,000/-
C Kokila Devi Memorial Award: 2021
4 1 Ms Lipsa Manjari Sahuo for securing highest mark in M A / | 5,000/-
M Sc Examination in Statistics from Utkal University among
the girls in 2021.
Total (C) | 5,000/-
D Debate Competition: 2021
5 1st Ms Khusi Agrawal, 2 yr student in 2021 2,000/-
6 2nd Ms Adyasha Pradhan, 13t yr student 2021 1500/-
7 3rd Ms Tanisha Nanda, 15t yr student 2021 1000/-
Total (D) | 4,500/-
E Rangoli Competition: 2021
8 1st (Jointly) Ms Swagatika Biswal, 2" yr & Ms Prativa P Patra, 2" yr 2021 | 2,000/-
9 27 (Jointly) Ms Satabdhi Palai, & Ms Suchismita Pradhan, 1st yr 2021 1500/-
10 31 (Jointly) Ms Geeta Singh, 2" yr & Ms Sonali Seth, 2" yr 2021 1000/-
Total (E) | 4,500/-
Grand Total (A+B+C+D+E) 39,000/-
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(iii)

(iv)

The Chief Guest Sri Sunil Kumar Mishra, IRS (Retd) and former Chief Information
Commissioner of Odisha in his address to the gathering expressed his appreciation veracity
of applications of statistical tools in the field of administration, research, industry as well as
planning and implementation of programmes in different development sectors. In giving an
example, he said that he worked in the Income Tax Department quite for long many years in
different capacities as also worked as the Chief Information Commissioner, Odisha for about
five years. India is a vast country and our state population in not too less. In different capacities,
| have observed that it was a big challenge before the administration to put appropriate checks
and balances in day to day business keeping in view the Government interest as well as the
public interest. Here comes the role of statistical tools in absence of which it is not possible
discharge the day to day business effectively. Needless to say, that statistical applications
have been wide spread and we can never do away with this. But he expressed his concern
that be it a statistical organisation in the State or Centre or a statistical research activity, it is
manned by statistical experts. But they, in most cases, depend on statistical data collected by
non-statistical persons. The USAA being a host of statistically sound personnel, they should
think of as to how best data collected by non-statistical personnel will be free from errors be it
conceptual or mathematical so that our planning and decision making will be appropriate as
far as possible. In emphasising the importance of statistics, he wanted the young generation
to rise to the occasion under the guidance of their Seniors.

In his inaugural address, Dr Gopabandhu Mishra, President, USAA extended a hearty and
warm welcome to all the Members present on the day. He expressed that activities of USAA
have been slowed down to some extent during the last two years because of the Corona
Pandemic. Despite that USAA could some tangible work as could be possible. Lot many things
could be done further more if we join our hands. He appreciated the views expressed by the
Chief Guest. He opined that USAA in collaboration with the Department of Statistics can take
steps to conduct Statistics Olympiad from coming year provided situation improves. Many of
our senior Alumni Members have vast and varied experience and expertise in the field of
Applied Statistics. Our students should take the benefit by way of experience sharing. USAA
in collaboration with the Department of Statistics will work out modalities and arrange
experience sharing seminars. Ours is the only Alumni Body that has been organising the
Annual Meet regularly since 2015. Let us join hands and reach more and more of our old
members in the days to come. With these words, the President urged for meaningful
deliberations in the meeting.

Dr P R Dash, the Working president, appreciated the views and concern expressed by Sri
Sunil Kumar Mishra, the Chief Guest. He extended his heartfelt thanks to Sri Mishra who joined
the meet despite his busy schedule. Dr Dash expressed deep appreciation for the role played
by Dr Gopabandhu Mishra as the President. His timely advice and guidance were praise
worthy. He extended his thanks to Dr Mishra the President. Sri Anadi Charan Das, General
Secretary was not only dedicated but very punctual to his duties. He extended profuse thanks
to Sri Das. The support of Dr Kunja Behari Panda, the senior most Professor in bringing the
USAA to this height is praise worthy. Dr Das extended his heartfelt thanks to Dr Panda. Dr P
K Swain our faculty and the Treasurer, USAA has been looking to all arrangements of this
meet sincerely and silently. Dr Dash extended his heartfelt thanks to Dr Swain. Many of our
Alumni members, our students and the faculty members had been working day and night for
this meet starting from planning, arrangement of different activities including invitation of
Guests as well as invitation of Alumni Members, arrangement of venue, food and the many.
Dr Dash extended his heartfelt thanks to one and all those involved in the process. With this,
the inaugural session was concluded over a cup of tea.
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. INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS: (11:30 am to 12:00 noon)

Because of the Corona pandemic, participation of Alumni Members was slightly less this time.
Despite various difficulties, as many as 100 Alumni Members across the batches attend the meet
this time. They are very eager to see their old friends, teachers and to interact with them as well
as with others. Since introduction by one and all the members was considered time taking,
members who attended this meet for the first time came to the Dais, gave their introduction and
interacted with the audience. As observed, around 30 Alumni Members across the batches had
attended this meeting anew. While this session was devoted to self-introduction, interaction among
the members was taken up in the afternoon session.

lll. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS: (12:00 noon to 01:30 pm)

The composition of the Office Bearers and the Executive Committee of USAA is as under.

(i) |President | .. 1 (one)
(i) | Working President (ex-officio) | ... 1 (one)
(ii) | Vice-President | ... 1 (one)
(iv) | General Secretary | ... 1 (one)
(v) | Joint Secretary | ... 1 (one)
(vi) | Treasurer | ... 1 (one)
(vii) | Faculty, Alumni Relations (ex-officio) | ..... 1 (one)
(viii) | Elected Executive Members | ... 8 (eight)
Total 15

The term of office of an Executive Committee is normally 2 (two) years. The third Executive
Committee was formed on the Fifth General Body Meeting on 27.01.2019 (Sunday). For this it was
expedient to hold a fresh election for the Fourth Executive Committee in the present Seventh
General Body Meeting. This being the position, the President, on the advice of the Executive
Committee, appointed Sri Lokanath Sarangi (1968) present in the meeting to act as the Returning
Officer and requested him to conduct the election

Having been appointed as the Returning Officer, Sri Lokanath Sarangi (1968), conducted a fresh
election to different elected positions of Office Bearers and Executive Members of the Fourth
Executive Committee, i.e. (i) President, (ii) Vice—President, (iii) General Secretary, (iv) Joint
Secretary, (v) Treasurer and (vi) 8 (eight) Executive Members and submitted the result of the
election to the President, USAA.

The President USAA accepted the results of election and declared the complete composition of
the Fourth Executive Committee for information of the General Body as under.

Composition of the Newly Elected Executive Committee (19.12.2021)

SI Position Name

(1) (2) (3)

1 | President Sri Rabindra Kumar Mohanty (1969)
2 | Working President (ex-officio) Dr Priya Ranjan Dash (HoD)

3 | Vice-President Dr Kunja Bihari Panda (Faculty)

4 | General Secretary Sri Anadi Charan Das (1983)

5 | Joint Secretary Ms Prajna Prasamita Mohanty (2018)
6 | Treasurer Dr Prafulla Kumar Swain (Faculty)

7 | Faculty, Alumni Relations (ex-officio) | Dr Kunja Bihari Panda (Faculty)

8 | Executive Member Sri Lokanath Sarangi (1968)
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Si Position Name

(1) (2) 3)

9 | Executive Member Dr Gopabandhu Mishra (1975)

10 | Executive Member Sri Banshidhar Mahapatra (1976)
11 | Executive Member Dr Rita Pati (1979)

12 | Executive Member Dr Pradip Kumar Tripathy (1980)
13 | Executive Member Sri Prachetas Priyotosh (1988)

14 | Executive Member Dr Sanijit Kumar Swain (1993)

15 | Executive Member Dr Prakash Kumar Tripathy (1999)

After declaring the composition of the Fourth Executive Committee, Dr Gopabandhu Mishra,
President welcomed the members of the new boy and cast his hope and confidence on them in
carrying forward the achievements of USAA to a new height. He promised to provide all kinds of
support to the new body in discharging their responsibilities. It was decided that the newly elected
body will take over charges soon in a mutually convenient manner.

In welcoming the newly elected body, the members of the General Body thanked the present body
for the interest, initiative and the pains they had taken to organize the Alumni Body and bringing it
to the present shape. They expressed that the new body will work with further more vigor to carry
forward the objectives of USAA.

Since the Bank accounts of the Association is being operated jointly by the Treasurer and any one
of the President, the Vice-President and the General Secretary of USAA, appropriate follow up
action need be taken by the new body based on this fresh election.

LUNCH BREAK: (01:30 Pm to 02:30 pm)
IV. INTERACTIVE SESSION: (02:30 pm to 04:30 pm)

During this session, all the alumni members present on this occasion were given opportunity to
express their views and opinion about the activities of USAA as also offer their suggestions for
better functioning. A good number of members spoke on this session. Among the many, Dr AK P
C swain (1961), Sri Lokanath Sarangi (1968), Sri Rabindra Kumar Mohanty (1969), Sri Jaya
Krishna Patnaik (1975), Sri Bhabagrahi Sahoo (1983), Dr Sisir Kumar Nayak (1983), Sri Prachetas
Priyotosh (1988), Dr Sanjit Kumar Swain (1993) and others were there.

Few points that emerged during their deliberations were of the following nature:-

% Alumni Members professing teaching in under graduate colleges should motivate students
to opt for Statistics as one of their subjects.

«» Job prospects being limited these days entry to Class-Il posts in State DES by Statistics
students has become difficult as the course for the examination contains much of Economics.
Sri Rabindra Kumar Mohanty (1968) suggested that USAA should take up the matter with
Government and take steps to allocate the entry posts for each subject.

% Dr AKPC Swain (1961) suggested that USAA may create a Corpus Fund of suitable Amount
the interest of which could be utilised for arranging Prof Sadhu Charan Dash Memorial
Lecture each year. Since Professor Dash was the founder Professor of Statistics, this
proposal was supported by many. The proposal was agreed in Principle in this meet leaving
feasibility and modality to the Executive Committee.

% Dr Gopabandhu Mishra (1975) suggested for organising more and more experience sharing
seminars for students inviting old Alumni Members in various applied fields that will widen
their knowledge and confidence.
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« Sri Lokanath Sarangi (1968) informed the Members that although the gathering is few this
year for obvious reasons, arrangements has been made this year so that lot many Members
not able to attend the Meet physically have become able to meet themselves simultaneously
virtually as also able to view the proceedings of our live meeting. Message of appreciation
has come and we shall do this in a further more better way in the days to come.

V. CULTURAL PROGRAMM: (04:30 pm to 06:00 pm)

Similar to last year, the first year and second year students of the PG Department of Statistics as
well as few old alumni members had arranged exciting cultural programs which was hosted by
Khusi Agrawal and Senha Pattanayak of second year.

7

% In the beginning, Satabdhi Palai, Chandan Sahani, Dayanidhi Hembram and Panalata
Murmu of first year staged a Sambalpuri Group Dance which was quite lively and most
entertaining.

% Tanisha Nanda, Suchismita Pradhan, Adysha Pradhan and Palavalasa Rajita of first year
staged a Modern Group Dance that amused the audience. This was quite commendable.

% Aslesh Mohanty of first year staged a Stand-up Comedy that was most amusing.

% A Solo Dance was staged by Geeta Singh of second year and Suraj Bijaya Soreng of first
year that was to the most satisfaction of the audience.

A Solo Singing was jointly staged by Sri Prachetas Priyotosh (1988) and Ms Prajna Prasamita
Mohanty (2018) that was quite lively and entertaining.

% Finally, Prativa Priyadarsini Patra of second year and Anushs Chaudhury, Ata Dalal, Debrupa
Behera and Sushree Sangeeta Mohanty of first year staged Group Song which was not only
enjoyable but our Members joined them in good number.

Vote of Thanks:

Dr Prafulla Chandra Swain (Treasurer) expressed his deep satisfaction over the grand success of
this Seventh Alumni Meet. This has been possible due to participation of Alumni Members in good
number and their meaningful interaction and suggestions. He extended his gratitude and thanks to
one and all the Alumni Members present on the occasion.

Dr Swain further indicated that our students voluntarily came forward and distributed different
activities of the meet among themselves starting from invitation of participants, arrangement and
practice of cultural programmes, registration of participants, anchoring, arrangement of food and
snacks and the many. The cooperation of non-teaching staff of the Department is worth mentioning.
Had they not come forward voluntarily in a dedicated manner, the meet would not have been as
successful as we have seen today. He extended profuse thanks to one and all of them.

With this, the Alumni Meet was concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chair.

Bhubaneswar:
Dated: 19.12.2021

(Gopabandhu Mishra)
PRESIDENT
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